
Bass Lake Book Club, September 2021

Sunday September 5th @ 12:00pm 

The Almost Wife by Gail Anderson-Dargatz 
July 6th, 2021 

Busy weekend this year… lots of us with lots of company… rightly so after 
so long a drought re visitors thank you COVID… 

Julie 
• Enjoyed it - pure escapism - always a place for it 
• It was a little man at times 
• Brings up a lot of issues that make you pause and think and ponder on your own 
• quick read - another book club they not pick as good books as us - this would be the 

best title they pick 

Wendy 
• Enjoyed it - a page turner 
• liked the way it explored domestic abuse - intergenerational trauma… 
• one thing I found not terribly believable - she blind to the few hints about his 

behaviour 
• how PTSD play out 
• at first I not like device of her ghost self following her in the forest - but then I saw 

the point of it - coming to terms with her fathers death…  
• the way you separate yourself from something traumatic - she was only 12 at the 

time - kids do act out… even when what they really want is to be embraced 

Catherine 
• Regrets 

Michelle 
• Regrets 

Enid 
• Something new for Gail Anderson-Dargatz - whose writing has been nominated for 

Giller and IMPAC and other awards.  
• More recently she has been writing YA, and also Hi-Lo titles… with a real literary bent. 
• This is a full on thriller.  

Page  of 1 13

https://www.harpercollins.ca/9781443458429/the-almost-wife/
https://www.gailanderson-dargatz.ca/cms/index.php/about


Bass Lake Book Club, September 2021

• Yes it’s genre fiction, but it’s so much better than the rest of what’s out there - The 
Push by Ashley Audrain, Woman on the Edge by Samantha Bailey, The Hunted by Roz 
Nay, The Perfect Family by Robyn Harding, Thirst for Justice by David R. Boyd, etc…  
None of which, IMHO, are worth the paper they are printed on. 

• She provides lots of insight - clues - into the final reckoning right off the bat, and while 
some of the action is predictable, there are enough twists to maintain the tension right 
up until the point of final reckoning. 

• But, even in its ‘newness’ this title sticks to what she writes best.  Strong women - even 
if they don’t always appreciate that about themselves - and small communities... and 
the ties that bind, the memories and relationships that keep us grounded, and from 
which - ultimately, when needed - we draw that deep inner strength to see our way out 
of moments of crisis - of both the physical and emotional/psychological variety.   

• It is about trauma, and how it reverberates through our lives - across generations.  But 
it is also about healing and hope, and breaking those same cycles. 

• Add in the setting on Manitoulin Island (albeit taken licence with)... and you’ve got 
this reader sold.  It’s been a few years since we’ve been to the island… perhaps it’s time 
to visit once again. 

• Check out all of her titles here at her website 

Cathy 
• Regrets.. but sent notes 
• Yes it was a page turner but might have been better in the hands of Linwood Barclay. 
•  I couldn’t believe how many times she left the baby unattended and unfed.   
• The plot seemed a bit soap opera-ish though the subject matter was important. 
•  I thought that Aaron might have lied and gone to Ottawa not on business but to see 

another woman but that did not happen. 
•  Maybe the book would have worked better if it alternated between the points of view 

of the two wives and we could see what each thought of the other and Aaron.   
• We really only got one woman’s point of view.   
• Or perhaps it could have been written in the third person. 
•  Clues were easy to figure out and we knew that the police would be called at the end.   
• I thought the  fact that she was a runner worked out well for her character. 
•  That said, I am planning to buy it as a gift for a friend who has a cottage on 

Manitoulin. 
  

Peter 
• I’m reading away - its a page turner - then go Oh No No… so put it down and leave 

for a bit 
• But when arrive to Little Current - Whoa!  Is she having us on?   i.e. PG 

Wodehouse… farce…   
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• so I stop reading - read acknowledgements - she is really serious about these highly 
destructive relationships and what they can do - her mother! 

• understand the shape it had left her in…  
• I started to take the book more seriously then - came to conclusion there are all 

these different personalities - Aaron’s need to control fit with her need for security - 
she got what she had - from controlling mother to controlled husband 

• Side note from Enid… similar to recently reading Everything Turns Away by 
Michelle Berry - should have read the author notes and acknowledgements 
at the back first!!! 

• then there is Nathan - fallback, because she couldn’t trust a man - she absolutely 
cannot trust 

• thinks she loves Aaron - it was really more about a desperate need 
• ‘Saint Nathan’ - a little too saintly to be real 
• the end - if Harlequin - she fall into his arms and happily ever after… 
• her give me space give me time response - shows that she had developed and 

matured - is she the same as at the start then she not have done this - she’d have 
gone for the instance security 

• the gun!  so many chances for someone to shoot!! this stretched credulity… now it 
farcical again… takes a little bit of the wait off of it 

Evie 
• Regrets 

MaryAnn 
• Regrets 

Donna 
• Regrets 

Cia 
• Did not like it - knew at page 5 what it was going to be 
• knew it was him that was the problem - so predictable - skipped pages, not missed 

anything 
• but she reeled you back in even when you skipped pages 
• I’m picky with my fiction 
• knew she had not killed her father - had to figure the twist 
• easy read - nice alternative to other heavier reading 
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General Opinion(s) 

• Hunting cabin - little bit of dust after 30 years?! 

• not thriller for the sake of a thriller 
• brought up the issues 
• enjoyed reading serious issues in lighter way 
• this could have been hard read 

• more substance, but easy read 

• problem with timeline - baby born January - she not been back to the cottage 
• diapers issue - had she been back before this?? 
• maybe Nathan’s mom? 
• this seem like an oopsie in the narrative timelines 

• The Finnish store - pickled pig’s feet 
• are they really there? 

• the real mother of Olive - substantial trail of breadcrumbs 
• the truck 
• she paranoid - she’s paranoid with good reason 
• just because you’re paranoid not mean they are out to get you!!!  Hah! 

• the DNA test - you knew the result 
• we know it but she doesn’t 

• she’s talked so much about her relationships 
• we know where she is and where she coming from 
• Aaron - only get hints - ‘I’m not a monster’… but his Dad was 

• unusual that he left his wife 
• he so afraid of being left - he be in control - so he leave first 

• how many times she leave the baby 
• build up to the baby disappearing 
• why would you leave your baby 
• plot device 
• Nathan walks off - isn’t she going to cry? 
• pass the baby..! 

• confrontation with Aaron - tries to drown the baby 
• she not told him baby not his yet 
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• she tell him when he grab Evie and say he take  
• she’s in fight or flight mode 
• she think he no longer be vested 

• what more can he do? he tried to drown here even when he think she is his 

• if this was just a trashy book - but we’re prepared to pull it apart… suggests that it 
was worthwhile read 

• it engaged our interest 

• Nathan’s Mom - curious - nosey? - neighbour 
• summer - windows open - wouldn’t she hear? know? 
• Gladys Kravitz type 
• there is always a reticence to getting involved 
• people’s natural inclination is to stay out of other people’s business 

• if I heard a whole bunch of screaming - how fast would I respond? 

• one thing that disappointed - likes when the author gives clear visual of what the 
characters look like 

• finally starts giving more clues 
• wonder whether that conscious as part of storytelling - let reader create own picture 

fo the characters 

• but a good story not tie all the threads up - let reader imagination fill in the gaps 
• she makes it clear that Olive is very attractive young woman - but reader imagine 

what ‘attractive’ is 
• Aaron - wanted everything spotless, spiffy, white - he used his handsome-ness as a 

tool like any other tool 

• the place they lived in - had been fluffed by a realtor 
• soul-less, sterile -  
• know people who live in houses like that - scarier thought!! 

• Aaron - not stand disturbance - which come first - trauma or OCD? OCD or trauma? 

• longest day ever… all the travel - had to take enough time for Sarah and Madison to 
drive there 

• still make it to the beach 
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• like books that start here - take the story, have the time consistency - and end there 
• Kira’s mind - goes back to memories… Mom, Dad, Nathan 

• clearing out mom’s place and finding all the gifts from her father 
• heartbreaking 

Other Reads… and watches… 

• Yesterday (2019) 
• Netflix 
• Starring Himesh Patel and Lily James 
• Official Trailer 

• The Trouble with Maggie Cole 
• PBS (Passport) 

• Worth (2021) 
• Netflix 
• Starring Michael Keaton and Stanley Tucci 
• Official Trailer 

Literary Events 

Toronto International Festival of Authors 
October 21-31, 2021 

From this week’s e-newsletter 

Literary Giants Margaret Atwood, Omar El Akkad and Colson 
Whitehead to Book-End TIFA 2021 

We are thrilled to announce two special virtual events that will book-end the 2021 
Festival. 
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On September 22, TIFA will co-present PEN Canada’s inaugural Graeme Gibson 
Talk, with award-winning authors Omar El Akkad and Margaret Atwood. This 
hour-long event will honour the legacy and creative spirit of renowned author and 
writers’ advocate Graeme Gibson (1934–2019).

LINK HERE TO REGISTER… 

FYI… Moderated by Nahlah Ayed from the CBC.

Wrapping festivities on November 17, two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of 
The Underground Railroad and The Nickel Boys, Colson Whitehead will grace 
TIFA’s virtual stage to introduce his latest book, Harlem Shuffle. Registration for 
this event includes a copy of the book, to be released on September 14.

See registration information below in ‘BOOK Suggestions’ section of notes

The full programme slate for the 42nd edition of the Toronto International Festival of 
Authors will be announced in the coming weeks.

Undersong by Kathleen Winter 
• Friends of the East Gwillimbury Library 
• Save the Date!  Thursday November 4th 
• Details to follow from Cathy B 

Food 

n/a 

Other ‘Stuff’ 

n/a 
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Next Reads… 

Sunday October 10th: The Family Clause by Jonas Hassen Khemeri 

• Plan to convene for our usual ‘brunch’ at 11am 
• Host… ?!?! 

Sunday November 14th: Likeness by David McFarlane 

• ZOOM 
• Revert to 2:00pm 

Sunday December 19th:  The Centaur’s Wife by Amanda Leduc 

• ZOOM 
• Revert to 2:00pm 

Sunday January 16th:  Title TBD  
Sunday February 20th:  Title TBD 
Sunday March 20th:  Title TBD 

Book Suggestions 
Harlem Shuffle by Colson Whitehead 
September 14th, 2021 

"Ray Carney was only slightly bent when it came to being crooked..." To his customers 
and neighbors on 125th street, Carney is an upstanding salesman of reasonably priced 
furniture. He and his wife Elizabeth are expecting their second child, and if her 
parentsdon't approve of him or their cramped apartment across from the subway tracks, 
it's still home.

Few people know he descends from a line of uptown hoods and crooks, and that his 
façade of normalcy has more than a few cracks in it. Cracks that are getting bigger all 
the time. Cash is tight, especially with all those installment-plan sofas, so if his cousin 
Freddie occasionally drops off the odd ring or necklace, Ray doesn't ask where it comes 
from. He knows a discreet jeweler downtown who doesn't ask
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questions, either.

Then Freddie falls in with a crew who plan to rob the Hotel Theresa -- the "Waldorf of 
Harlem" -- and volunteers Ray's services as the fence. The heist doesn't go as planned. 
Now Ray has a new clientele, one made up of shady cops, vicious local gangsters, two-
bit pornographers and other assorted Harlem lowlifes.

Thus begins the internal tussle between Ray the striver and Ray the crook. As Ray 
navigates this double life, he begins to see who actually pulls the strings in Harlem. Can 
Ray avoid getting killed, save his cousin, and grab his share
of the big score, all while maintaining his reputation as the go-to source for
all your quality home furniture needs?

You can pre-order a copy of Harlem Shuffle through the Festival of Authors 
webstore when you register to attend the following session…

Colson Whitehead in Conversation with Randy Boyagoda 
November 17 at 7:00pm

The festivity continues through to November, with Colson Whitehead in conversation on 
November 17. The two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Underground Railroad 
and The Nickel Boys will grace TIFA’s virtual stage to introduce his newest book, Harlem 
Shuffle. This gloriously entertaining novel of heists, shakedowns and rip-offs, set in Harlem 
in the 1960s, is an hilarious family saga masquerading as a crime novel and social novel 
about race and power. 

Registration includes a copy of Harlem Shuffle when purchased at FestivalofAuthors.ca, at 
a cost of $38 (including shipping and HST). Registration will also be included with in-store 
purchases of the book, upon its release date, at the UofT Bookstore, priced at $36+ HST. 
Registration will close on November 16. 

REGISTER HERE

To Paradise by Hanya Yanagihara 
January 11th, 2022 

• From the author of A Little Life… a contemporary classic - a gut wrenching read, 
but so worth it… 

• It’s another tome clocking in at 720 pages… 
• Enid has a preview copy on request… 
• Available for pre-order now… 
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From the author of the classic A Little Life—a bold, brilliant novel spanning three 
centuries and three different versions of the American experiment, about lovers, 
family, loss and the elusive promise of utopia.

In an alternate version of 1893 America, New York is part of the Free States, where 
people may live and love whomever they please (or so it seems). The fragile young 
scion of a distinguished family resists betrothal to a worthy suitor, drawn to a charming 
music teacher of no means. In a 1993 Manhattan besieged by the AIDS epidemic, a 
young Hawaiian man lives with his much older, wealthier partner, hiding his troubled 
childhood and the fate of his father. And in 2093, in a world riven by plagues and 
governed by totalitarian rule, a powerful scientist’s damaged granddaughter tries to 
navigate life without him—and solve the mystery of her husband’s disappearances.
 
These three sections are joined in an enthralling and ingenious symphony, as recurring 
notes and themes deepen and enrich one another: A townhouse in Washington Square 
Park in Greenwich Village; illness, and treatments that come at a terrible cost; wealth 
and squalor; the weak and the strong; race; the definition of family, and of nationhood; 
the dangerous righteousness of the powerful, and of revolutionaries; the longing to find 
a place in an earthly paradise, and the gradual realization that it can’t exist. What unites 
not just the characters, but these Americas, are their reckonings with the qualities that 
make us human: Fear. Love. Shame. Need. Loneliness.
 
To Paradise is a fin de siecle novel of marvelous literary effect, but above all it is a work 
of emotional genius.  The great power of this remarkable novel is driven by 
Yanagihara’s understanding of the aching desire to protect those we love—partners, 
lovers, children, friends, family and even our fellow citizens—and the pain that ensues 
when we cannot.

Senior Moment: Navigating the Challenges of Caring for Mom y Monica 
Graham 
April 30th, 2021 

• What a great little book… As a woman of a particular vintage - just a few years 
younger than the author - with parents who are just a few years younger than 
‘Mom’... and who are on their way down the path described in this title… and being 
the child who bears principle responsibility for them and their affairs…  

• It was refreshing - affirming - to hear from someone else who has travelled the 
same journey I am on… and to know that I’m doing all the right things, and benefit 
from the ‘heads-up’ about potential pitfalls that are yet to come… and strategies for 
taking pre-cautionary measures to manage the journey we’re all on as easily as 
possible. 
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Monica Graham got her first inkling that her eighty-nine-year-old mother might not be 
able to continue living on her own when she coated chicken breasts with dishwashing 
liquid for dinner. It was an easy mistake—the yellow detergent lived right beside the 
olive oil on the kitchen counter. Graham could easily have done the same thing herself, 
she thought.

But as her visit with her mom in Corner Brook, Newfoundland, progressed, Graham—
who lives in Pictou, Nova Scotia—began to recognize that her mother had been 
successfully hiding increasingly apparent signs that her memory was failing; she wasn't 
getting by as well as she had been letting on. So began the arduous process of finding 
and securing a safe place for her mother to live—and of clearing out several decades' 
worth of belongings.

Part memoir, part cautionary tale, part how-to guide, Senior Moment offers insight and 
practical guidance for Atlantic Canadians on how to usher a loved one into the world of 
continuing care. With wit, wisdom, and a dose of whimsy, author Monica Graham 
explores the inevitable hurdles of caring for our elders.

The Madness of Crowds by Louise Penny 
August 24th, 2021 

• Wendy part way through - thoroughly enjoying it 

Chief Inspector Armand Gamache returns to Three Pines in #1 New York Times 
bestseller Louise Penny's latest spellbinding novel


You're a coward.


Time and again, as the New Year approaches, that charge is leveled against Armand 
Gamache.


It starts innocently enough.


While the residents of the Québec village of Three Pines take advantage of the deep 
snow to ski and toboggan, to drink hot chocolate in the bistro and share meals 
together, the Chief Inspector finds his holiday with his family interrupted by a simple 
request.


He's asked to provide security for what promises to be a non-event. A visiting 
Professor of Statistics will be giving a lecture at the nearby university.


While he is perplexed as to why the head of homicide for the Sûreté du Québec would 
be assigned this task, it sounds easy enough. That is until Gamache starts looking into 
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Professor Abigail Robinson and discovers an agenda so repulsive he begs the 
university to cancel the lecture.


They refuse, citing academic freedom, and accuse Gamache of censorship and 
intellectual cowardice. Before long, Professor Robinson's views start seeping into 
conversations. Spreading and infecting. So that truth and fact, reality and delusion are 
so confused it's near impossible to tell them apart.


Discussions become debates, debates become arguments, which turn into fights. As 
sides are declared, a madness takes hold.


Abigail Robinson promises that, if they follow her, ça va bien aller. All will be well. But 
not, Gamache and his team know, for everyone.


When a murder is committed it falls to Armand Gamache, his second-in-command 
Jean-Guy Beauvoir, and their team to investigate the crime as well as this extraordinary 
popular delusion.


And the madness of crowds.


Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Appleseed 
May 15th, 2018 

• Multiple award nominee and multiple award winner, including Lambda Literary 
Award and 2021 Canada Reads 

• Canada Reads Finale: Watch the Replay (includes access to lots of other links 
through the Canada Reads website) 

• Canada Reads winner Jonny Appleseed by Joshua Whitehead optioned for TV 
adaptation (includes links to interview on The Next Chapter with Shelagh Rogers) 

"You're gonna need a rock and a whole lotta medicine" is a mantra that Jonny 
Appleseed, a young Two-Spirit/Indigiqueer, repeats to himself in this vivid and utterly 
compelling novel. Off the reserve and trying to find ways to live and love in the big city, 
Jonny becomes a cybersex worker who fetishizes himself in order to make a living. 
Self-ordained as an NDN glitter princess, Jonny has one week before he must return to 
the "rez," and his former life, to attend the funeral of his stepfather. The next seven 
days are like a fevered dream: stories of love, trauma, sex, kinship, ambition, and the 
heartbreaking recollection of his beloved kokum (grandmother). Jonny's world is a 
series of breakages, appendages, and linkages--and as he goes through the motions 
of preparing to return home, he learns how to put together the pieces of his life. Jonny 
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Appleseed is a unique, shattering vision of Indigenous life, full of grit, glitter, and 
dreams.


Everything Turns Away by Michelle Berry 
October 5th, 2021 

• Another of Enid’s favourite Canadian authors 

• This also a departure - she usually ‘specialises’ in short stories - or interconnected 
short stories… this a true novel 

• I am long a fan of Ms. Berry’s writing… and this did not disappoint… but I wouldn’t 
call it a ‘thriller’ per se… As with most of Ms. Berry’s writing it is not the plot that 
drives the forward movement.  It is the characters… and this new novel is all about 
the characters… multiple characters from all walks of life situations and 
circumstances, whose lives intersect in one fateful moment. 

• Setting the novel against the backdrop of the devastating events of 911 only serves 
to magnify the myriad ways in which events - local and international - serve to rip 
apart the carefully constructed fabric of so many lives, exposing the cracks in each 
of the relationships that are explored. 

• “It was just a Tuesday morning in September… A Tuesday morning.  That’s all it 
was.” (p251)... A Tuesday morning that turned the world on its head. 

On September 11, 2001, the world changed. For Sophie and Paul, it started with a 
disastrous dinner party. For the babysitter, it started with waking in a dark kitchen and 
recognizing the smell of blood. For everyone else it started with a plane flying into the 
World Trade Center. In this tautly written domestic thriller set in Toronto, Michelle Berry 
weaves together the story of two couples whose lives are about to be unravelled by the 
murder of a neighbour, a babysitter that has gone missing, and the aftermath of the 
collapse of the World Trade Center. It is a haunting exploration of marriages and what 
tears them apart, of what happens to people during shocking events, and of how 
everything can change in an instant. Filled with richly drawn characters, a web of 
thwarted desires, and multiple motives, Everything Turns Away is riveting until the very 
end.
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