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Cages by Dave McKean 
October 2010 
496 pages 

Winner: Harvey Award for Best Graphic Album 

Best known for his collaborations with Neil Gaiman, McKean 
defied expectations with his stunning debut as writer and artist in 
Cages, winner of the Harvey Award for Best Graphic Album. Filled 
with complex characters, intriguing flights of fancy, and all the 

beautiful visuals you'd expect from the director of MirrorMask, 
Cages is McKean's magnum opus. It chronicles the intersecting lives of a painter, a 
writer, and a musician living in the same apartment building, and is a profound 
rumination on art, God, cats, and the cages we build for ourselves. Out of print for years, 
Cages is finally available again, painstakingly rescanned from the original art and 
redesigned from the ground up by McKean. 

N.B.  This title is not readily available. You can find new and used copies online 
through re-sellers.  There are 10 physical copies available at the Toronto Public 
Library… so if people felt really strongly about it, we might be able to manage this is 
we had 10 people each borrow a copy and then engaged in some sharing… 

 

Sabrina by Nick Drnaso 
May 2018 
204 pages 

Nominated: Man Booker Prize (first graphic novel ever so 
nominated) 

How many hours of sleep did you get last night? Rate your overall 
mood from 1 to 5, 1 being poor. Rate your stress level from 1 to 5, 5 

being severe. Are you experiencing depression or thoughts of 
suicide? Is there anything in your personal life that is affecting your duty? 

When Sabrina disappears, an airman in the U.S. Air Force is drawn into a web of 
suppositions, wild theories, and outright lies. He reports to work every night in a bare, 
sterile fortress that serves as no protection from a situation that threatens the sanity of 
Teddy, his childhood friend and boyfriend of the missing woman. Sabrina's grieving 
sister Sandra struggles to fill her days waiting in purgatory. After a videotape surfaces, 
we see devastation through a cinematic lens, as true tragedy is distorted when fringe 
thinkers and conspiracy theorists begin to interpret events to fit their own narratives. 
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The follow-up to Nick Drnaso’s LA Times Book Prize winning Beverly, Sabrina depicts a 
modern world devoid of personal interaction and responsibility, where relationships are 
stripped of intimacy through glowing computer screens. An indictment of our modern 
state, Drnaso contemplates the dangers of a fake news climate. Timely and articulate, 
Sabrina leaves you gutted, searching for meaning in the aftermath of disaster. 

 

Park Bench by Christophe Chaboute 
September 2017 
336 pages 

With his masterful illustration style, bestselling French creator-
storyteller Chabouté (Alone, Moby-Dick) explores community 
through a common, often ignored object: the park bench. 

From its creation, to its witness to the fresh ardor of lovers, the 
drudgery of businessmen, the various hopes of the many who enter 
its orbit, the park bench weathers all seasons. Strangers meet at it 

for the first time. Paramours carve their initials into it. Old friends sit and chat upon it 
for hours. Others ignore the bench, or (attempt to) sleep on it at night, or simply anchor 
themselves on it and absorb the ebb and flow of the area and its people. 

Christophe Chabouté’s mastery of the visual medium turns this simple object into a 
thought-provoking and gorgeously wrought meditation on time, desire, and the life of 
communities all across the planet. This could be a bench in my hometown or yours—the 
people in this little drama are very much those we already recognize. 

 

Thornhill by Pam Smy 
August 2017 
544 pages 

A Kirkus Best Book of 2017 
A New York City Library Notable Best Book for Kids 

Parallel stories set in different times, one told in prose and one in 
pictures, converge as a girl unravels the mystery of the abandoned 
Thornhill Institute next door. 

1982: Mary is a lonely orphan at the Thornhill Institute For 
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Children at the very moment that it's shutting its doors. When her few friends are all 
adopted or re-homed and she’s left to face a volatile bully alone, her revenge will have a 
lasting effect on the bully, on Mary, and on Thornhill itself. 

2017: Ella has just moved to a new town where she knows no one. From her room on 
the top floor of her new home, she has a perfect view of the dilapidated, abandoned 
Thornhill Institute across the way, where she glimpses a girl in the window. Determined 
to befriend the girl and solidify the link between them, Ella resolves to unravel 
Thornhill's shadowy past. 

Told in alternating, interwoven plotlines―Mary’s through intimate diary entries and 
Ella’s in bold, striking art―Pam Smy’s Thornhill is a haunting exploration of human 
connection, filled with suspense. 

Blankets by Craig Thompson 
October 2015 
592 pages 

Multiple award winner.   
A classic of the genre. 

Blankets is the story of a young man coming of age and finding the 
confidence to express his creative voice. Craig Thompson's 
poignant graphic memoir plays out against the backdrop of a 

Midwestern winterscape: finely-hewn linework draws together a portrait of small town 
life, a rigorously fundamentalist Christian childhood, and a lonely, emotionally mixed-
up adolescence. 

Under an engulfing blanket of snow, Craig and Raina fall in love at winter church camp, 
revealing to one another their struggles with faith and their dreams of escape. Over time 
though, their personal demons resurface and their relationship falls apart. It's a 
universal story, and Thompson's vibrant brushstrokes and unique page designs make 
the familiar heartbreaking all over again. 

This groundbreaking graphic novel, winner of two Eisner and three Harvey Awards, is 
an eloquent portrait of adolescent yearning; first love (and first heartache); faith in 
crisis; and the process of moving beyond all of that. Beautifully rendered in pen and ink, 
Thompson has created a love story that lasts. 
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Freedom Hospital by Hamid Sulaiman 
December 2017 
288 pages 

Winner: English PEN Award 

It is spring 2012 and 40,000 people have died since the start of the 
Syrian Arab Spring. In the wake of this, Yasmine has set up a 
clandestine hospital in the north of the country. Her town is 
controlled by Assad's brutal regime, but is relatively stable. 
However, as the months pass, the situation becomes increasingly 

complex and violent. Told in stark, beautiful black-and-white 
imagery, Freedom Hospital illuminates a complicated situation with gut-wrenching 
detail and very dark humor. 

The story of Syria is one of the most devastating narratives of our age and Freedom 
Hospital is an important and timely book from a new international talent. 

 

Drawn to Berlin: Comic Workshops in Refugee 
Shelters and Other Stories by Ali Fitzgerald 
November 2018 
196 pages 

Fitzgerald’s graphic memoir entwines political and personal 
displacement. 

Ali Fitzgerald is an artist trying to find herself in a rapidly 
changing city facing an influx of asylum seekers. In Berlin, she 

teaches an art class to displaced people who have traveled from war-torn countries such 
as Syria and Afghanistan. Given Fitzgerald’s encouragement, her students take pen in 
hand and express their painful memories of home and cautious optimism about their 
new life. Revealing the humanity behind the politics of immigration, Drawn to Berlin is 
about loss, community, and the art that binds people together. 
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Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood by Marjane 
Satrapi 
June 2004 
160 pages 

A New York Times Notable Book. 
A Time Magazine ‘Best Comix of the Year’ 
A classic of the genre. 

Wise, funny, and heartbreaking, Persepolis is Marjane Satrapi’s 
memoir of growing up in Iran during the Islamic Revolution. In 
powerful black-and-white comic strip images, Satrapi tells the 

story of her life in Tehran from ages six to fourteen, years that saw the overthrow of the 
Shah’s regime, the triumph of the Islamic Revolution, and the devastating effects of war 
with Iraq. The intelligent and outspoken only child of committed Marxists and the 
great-granddaughter of one of Iran’s last emperors, Marjane bears witness to a 
childhood uniquely entwined with the history of her country. 

Persepolis paints an unforgettable portrait of daily life in Iran and of the bewildering 
contradictions between home life and public life. Marjane’s child’s-eye view of 
dethroned emperors, state-sanctioned whippings, and heroes of the revolution allows us 
to learn as she does the history of this fascinating country and of her own extraordinary 
family. Intensely personal, profoundly political, and wholly original, Persepolis is at 
once a story of growing up and a reminder of the human cost of war and political 
repression. It shows how we carry on, with laughter and tears, in the face of absurdity. 
And, finally, it introduces us to an irresistible little girl with whom we cannot help but 
fall in love. 

 

Ghosts by Raina Teglemeir 
September 2016 
256 pages 

Winner: Eisner Award 2017 

Raina Telgemeier has masterfully created a moving and insightful 
story about the power of family and friendship, and how it gives us 
the courage to do what we never thought possible. 

Catrina and her family are moving to the coast of Northern 
California because her little sister, Maya, is sick. Cat isn't happy 

about leaving her friends for Bahía de la Luna, but Maya has cystic fibrosis and will 
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benefit from the cool, salty air that blows in from the sea. As the girls explore their new 
home, a neighbor lets them in on a secret: There are ghosts in Bahía de la Luna. Maya is 
determined to meet one, but Cat wants nothing to do with them. As the time of year 
when ghosts reunite with their loved ones approaches, Cat must figure out how to put 
aside her fears for her sister's sake -- and her own. 

 

American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang 
December 2008 
240 pages 

Winner: Eisner Award 2007 
Nominated: 2006 National Book Award for Young People’s 
Literature 

Gene Luen Yang is the (American) National Ambassador for Young 
People's Literature. 

Jin Wang starts at a new school where he's the only Chinese-
American student. When a boy from Taiwan joins his class, Jin doesn't want to be 
associated with an FOB like him. Jin just wants to be an all-American boy, because he's 
in love with an all-American girl. Danny is an all-American boy: great at basketball, 
popular with the girls. But his obnoxious Chinese cousin Chin-Kee's annual visit is such 
a disaster that it ruins Danny's reputation at school, leaving him with no choice but to 
transfer somewhere he can start all over again. The Monkey King has lived for 
thousands of years and mastered the arts of kung fu and the heavenly disciplines. He's 
ready to join the ranks of the immortal gods in heaven. But there's no place in heaven 
for a monkey. Each of these characters cannot help himself alone, but how can they 
possibly help each other? They're going to have to find a way―if they want fix the 
disasters their lives have become. 


